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They’ve come a long way so far, 
but, only half done, the Nationals’ 
effort for the full season is 

All For 

One 
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f 1 FIVE MINUTES WITH: THIRD BASEMAN VINNY CASTILLA 


NATIONALS third baseman 
Vinny Castilla’s power numbers 
have fallen off a bit from his stel- 
lar years with the Colorado Rockies. 
But Washington has gotten great 
defense out of Castilla, who leads 
NL third basemen in fielding. 


What has better weather, 
Washington or Colorado? 

You know, I like Colorado. I lived 
there. Down here, I don’t like the 
humidity too much. I like the weath- 
er in Colorado better. I like to see 
the four seasons of the year. 


You were born on July 4. Being 
born on a holiday, good thing or bad 
thing? 

It’s a good thing. There’s no rea- 
son for it to be a bad thing. So, it’s 
a good thing. 

What’s your favorite pitch to hit? 

Fastball. I love the fastball. 

You went to Benito Suarez 
University. What did you study 
there? 

I studied to be a lawyer. I like the 
law. I don’t know why, but I like it. 
It’s interesting. 


Too sticky in D.C. this time of year, 
huh? 

Well, no, I like it. ... I think it’s great 
weather to play baseball in. It’s hot. 
But, you know, I lived in Colorado 
for a while, and I spent a lot of 
time there, so I like the weather 
there, too. 

What’s the feeling you get when 
you’re given the signal to steal a 
base? 


G 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

TB 

SB 

CS 

SF 

SH 

HBP 

SLG 

AVG 

1709 

6356 

857 

1773 

326 

28 

309 

1054 

403 

3082 

33 

41 

64 

8 

54 

.485 

.279 



I think to myself, “Well, I got to 
go!” 

Do you get excited? 

Sometimes, when I’m feeling good, 
I get excited. But, when I’m not, I 
say, “Oh man!” 

What do you prefer, day or night 
games? 

Night games. 

Why? 

Well, because I get a chance to sleep 
in, you know, and recover 100 per- 
cent from the game before. Day 
games are pretty soon after night 
games [when] you’ve been work- 
ing, and you’re leaving late, and you 
don’t feel like playing for a couple 
days. So I don’t like [day games] 
too much. I like night games. I like 
playing under the lights. 

Where’s your favorite place to 
vacation? 

Hawaii. 

Do you go there a lot? 

I’ve been there three times. And I 
like it every time, chris mincher 
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Washington Nationals | active roster 




44 Preston Wilson 


CD 

> 

HR 

RBI 

OBP 

y .258 

15 

47 

.322 



6 Jose Guillen 


BA HR RBI OBP 


18 51 .360 



\ 2 Jamey Carroll 


L 3 Jose Vidro 

( 

M BA HR RBI OBP 


BA HR RBI OBP 

VI "^ 7 

j .249 0 13 .304 

\ 1 

J 

y .288 4 18 .368 



BENCH 


9 Vinny Castilla 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.253 6 42 .330 


BA HR RBI OBP 



TBradWilkerson 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.271 5 34 .376 


lii— Carlo.*! Baerga, inf 

.270 

1 

10 

.330 

KJ^ary Bennett, c 

.231 

1 

14 

.280 

1^ Marlon Byrd, OF 

.257 

0 

16 

.311 

|j»Wil Cordero, ib 

.122 

0 

2 

.167 

mCristian Guzman, ss 

.201 

3 

13 

.239 




23 Brian Schneider 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.263 6 24 .323 


Manager Frank Robinson 
IB Coach Don Buford 
HittingCoach TomMcCraw 


Bench Coach Eddie Rodriguez 
PitchingCoach Randy St. Claire 
3B Coach DaveHuppert 


OUTSIDE THE LINES 

The Nats recently acquired 38-year-old 
relief pitcher Mike Stanton. So, what 
does Stanton bring to the bullpen? 

A ton of major-league experience — 

17 seasons, in fact — especially in the 
postseason, with 53appearances in 

18 playoff series, including 20 World 
Seriesoutings with a1.54ERA. 
Another southpaw, only the Nats’ 
second. This season, left-handed 
hitters are hitting .176 off him. 

Clutch when it counts. Asa Met last 
year, his ERA was 2.88 in the division. 



Starting Pitchy 


61 1 Livan 
Hernandez 

W-L ERA K WHIP 

12-3 3.48 78 1.41 

2 ^ 



Esteban 

Loaizal2l 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



5-5 3.57 

92 

1.29 

361 Tony 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Armas 

4-4 4.97 

35 

1.41 

22iJohn 

W-L ERA 

K ^ 

WHIP 

Patterson 

3-2 2.91 

80 

1.18 

Ryan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Dresel45 

7-7 5.36 

32 

1.16 


The Bullnen 


32 1 Chad 

Cordero f 

W-L ERA K WHIP ; 

2-1 1.13 42 1.03 ^ 

56 1 Luis Ayala 

w W-L ERA K WHIP 



7-5 

3.06 

28 

1.30 

381 Gary 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Majewski 

2-0 

3.21 

20 

1.45 

481 Hector w-l era 

K 

WHIP 

Carrasco 

3-2 

2.43 

22 

1.05 

Sunny 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Kim 1 31 

1-2 

4.37 

13 

1.50 

581 Joey 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Eischen 

2-0 

4.91 

7 

1.64 


(Ife) Knowing the First Thing 



KEEPING SCORE: Nationaisfirst-base coach Don 
Buford led the American League with 99 runs in 1971. 


Don Buford has spent his 
entire adult life playing, 
managing or coaching the 
game he loves so much. » 

The diminutive5-foot-6, 160-pound Buford 
was a star at use, helping the Trojans win the 
College World Series in 1958. Signed by the 
Chicago White Sox in 1959, Buford experienced 
first-hand the racism and prejudice of a segre- 
gated South while in the minors. 

“We couldn’t eat in the same restaurants as 
the white players, and we had to stay at blacks- 
only motels,’’ said the Nationals’ 68-year-old 
first-base coach. “On many road trips, white 


players would have to bring us something to 
eat on the bus if we stopped at places where we 
couldn’t go in. That was really adifficultsitua- 
tion. You had to be mentally tough or you were 
not going to last.’’ 

Buford persevered, making his major league 
debut in September of 1963. He spentfour years 
as a regular infielder with the White Sox, then 
was traded to Baltimore in 1968. 

Buford was the leadoff hitter for the Orioles 
duringtheirthree pennant-winning years 
between 1969and 1971. His best year came in 
1971, when he led the American League in runs 
with 99, hit .290 and was selected to the AL All- 
Star team. 

He was also the most difficuitto double up 


in modern baseball history, grounding into only 
33 double plays in 4, 553 at-bats. 

“I’m very proud of that record, because, to 
me, that just shows that I tried to hustle on every 
ball hit,’’ Buford said. “I ran hard.’’ 

While an assistant baseball coach at USC 
in 1988, Buford served as coach and advisorfor 
the movie “Field of Dreams.’’ Actor Ray Liotta, 
who played Shoeless Joe Jackson, credits 
Buford with teaching him howto hit. 

“We’d talk about hitting and throwing, and I 
gave him, hopefully, some sound fundamentals 
on swinging a bat, and hetookto it very well,’’ 
Buford said. “He was a very attentive pupil, to 
be sure. That he remembers me, that’s very spe- 
cial.’’ BRUCE R. WELLS 
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AHEAD OF THE GAME: The Nationals attribute part of their success to how quickly players — both ex-Exposand newcomers — came together. Now that they’ve bonded, there’s a bit more business to take care of. 


Half the Battle 

For Nats, staying healthy could be key to a successful second half 


THERE isn’t a lot more 
to be said about the 
Nationals’ first half of the season. 
No, not many people did predict 
them to be in first place this far in. 
Yes, they somehow pulled it off even 
as their most important players one- 
by-one found themselves sitting idly 
on the disabled list. Yes, a few emer- 
gency stopgap fill-ins were found to 
be diamonds in the rough. 

It all amounts to arguably the 
greatest story in baseball right now. 

Yet, the feeling on the team is: If 
some of the things that happened in 
the first half of the season happen 
again — i.e., the injuries — there 
might not be a fairytale ending. 

“We just got to get healthy,” first 
baseman Nick Johnson said. 

“Honestly, the whole thing for 
us is to just keep healthy. Barring 
injury, I don’t see any reason why we 
can’t win this division,” outfielder 
Ryan Church said. “It’s just a mat- 
ter of staying healthy.” 

It’s the one thing on the minds of 
everyone in the Nationals organiza- 
tion. No one can question the heart 
the team showed during the first 
half of the season — whatever its 
makeup was at the time. It caught 
most fans and experts off-guard. 


GOT YOUR BACK 

When to expect to see the loaded 
disabled list empty out some: 

Nick Johnson: Soon. You 
might be watching him right now. 

JuniorSpivey: Hecould be 
available as playoff contention 
heats up in early September. 
Termell Sledge: Notthis year. 
Tony Blanco: At leasta 
month, Augustor maybe longer. 


Not the players, though. 

“I wouldn’t say there’s a lot that 
surprised us. Some guys stepped up 
— everybody stepped up,” Johnson 
said. “We just picked each other up.” 

With a city firmly behind them 
and a confidence that never took 
hold in Montreal, the players have 
responded to each other, the coach- 
ing staff has shown insight and a 
positive sense of urgency, and the 
franchise has formed an identity. 


Simply: Everyone has done every- 
thing needed to win. 

But now that the Nationals are 
here, from here to October is the 
true test. The other teams in the 
divisions with a shot at winning 
the title — which is to say all four 
of them — have gotten a look at 
their players, their pitchers, their 
stadium, and they’ll be prepared 
as the season progresses. 

The Phillies and Mets are stacked 


with talent. The Marlins are only 
two seasons removed from being 
World Series champions. And, of 
course, there’s Atlanta. 

“You always got to look at 
Atlanta,” Church said. “They’ve 
been there 13 straight years.” 

The plan on the Nationals’ end is 
to boost their roster to be prepared 
should the injury bug continue to 
prowl; officials in the GM office 
have said they expect to be busy 
in trade market, although focused 
more on boosting their reserves 
than finding replacements. 

“We’ve got guys that are healthy 
and will be back,” assistant general 
manager Tony Siegle said. “So we 
doubt that we would do anything 
that would take away from what 
we’ve been doing.” Hmm. There’s that 
H-word again. Christopher mincher 


This July, Nationals Plan to Get Busy 


THERE’S a welcome change in the 
GM office this July — team officials 
are on the phone using their swapping skills, 
rather than finding out which players have been 
plucked from their lineups. 

At the midseason mark, the Montreal Expos 
had often found themselves as little more than 
talent-suppliers for contenders, while their base- 
ball ownership tried to cut its losses. For the 
Nationals this year, however, the trading deadline 
is more about importing than exporting. 

“Baseball will let us do some more things to 
bring guys in,” said Tony Siegle, the Nationals’ 
assistant general manager. “So I think you’ll find 
we’ll be pretty active in the trade market.” 

In the season’s first half, the Nationals were 



GMJim Bowden, left, wants to add roster security. 

able to eke by — OK, a lot more than eke by — 
when impact players landed on the disabled 
list, but team officials aren’t counting on that 
to continue all year long. 

“We’d certainly like to have a little more depth 


for when these things happen,” Siegle said. “We’re 
not looking for replacements, more of guys we see 
as a complement to what we already have.” 

For an extra bat to provide a little more pop, 
the Nationals are looking to outfielder Preston 
Wilson, who they obtained from Colorado on 
July 13. Wilson has 16 homers and 48 RBIs so 
far this season, and homered in his first at-bat 
for the Nationals on July 14 in Milwaukee. 

Overall, though, the Nationals aren’t plan- 
ning on any sweeping overhauls — while the 
team moves on a few prudent deals, its primary 
plan to win the division is to get healthy. 

“We’re in first place,” Siegle said. “Why 
would we want to make major changes?” 


CHRISTOPHER MINCHER 
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Start! n 


321 Jason 
Jennings 

W-L ERA K WHIP \ 

5-8 5.24 67 1.65 






cA 

26 1 Jeff 
Francis 

^ i W-L ERA K WHIP 

%c:r ■ 


Shawn 


Zach 
Day 1 23 


8-6 

5.16 

77 

1.61 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

i 1-5 

4.30 

29 

1.48 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

5-9 

5.22 

54 

1.68 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

1-2 

6.75 

16 

1.83 



Brian 

Fuentesl40 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
1-3 2.41 47 1.17 



±.< 


si 

Marcos 
Caravajall62 
r W-L ERA K WHIP 


1 - 1 

0-2 4.25 

26 

1.31 

Byung-Hyunw-L era 

K 

WHIP 

Kim 149 

2-7 5.46 

59 

1.60 

Dan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

MiceliiSS 

0-0 2.89 

II 

1.50 

Mike 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

DeJeanI 17 

4-1 5.65 

18 

2.10 

Bobby 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Seay 146 

0-0 7.36 

10 

2.18 


(Series) Rebuilding Rockies Hungry for Success 


Brian Fuentes quietly 
pitched his way to trivia- 
question status in the first 
half of this season. » 


The steadfast middle-reliever-turned-closer 
compiled 12 saves through early July while keep- 
ing his ERA in the mid-2.00s. Those are good 
stats, but not usually AII-Star-Game-worthy. 

Nonetheless, he was in Detroit as Colorado’s 
lone representative atthe Mid-Summer Classic. 
Yeah, it’s been that rough ayearforthe Rockies. 

First baseman Todd Helton didn’tshow signs 
of life until June. Rookie shortstop Clint Barmes 
seemed destined for Detroit before breaking his 


collarbone June6. And the pitching staff doesn’t 
have a starter with an ERA under 4.00. 

Colorado, admittedly in a rebuilding stage, 
won just 30 of its first 84 starts, and stacks up on 
paper as easy pickingsforthe Nationals. But, 
despite all the statistical evidence to the con- 
trary, Frank Robinson and company are too 
smartto discountthe Rockies’ young talent. 

Guys such as third baseman Garrett Atkins, 
second baseman Aaron Miles and rightfield- 
er Brad Hawpe were all batting at least .289 as 
of July 6. Other players are fighting to havejobs 
next season, and have to fulfill someoftheir 
potential in the second half to do so. 

And if anyone knows the danger of a hungry 
team, it’s the guys with the W’s on their caps. 



GOOD ENOUGH: Closer Brian Fuentes is a rare 
brightspot in a roster chockfull of prospects. 


ROAD WOES: Even if the youth does come 
through, the Rockies will still have a tough time 
winning at RFK Stadium. Colorado was just 7-33 
in its first 40 road games this season. 

FAST START: The Nationals will be looking 
to jump on the Rockies early in every game. 
Colorado pitchers have given upaton of first- 
inning runs — 69, infact — in theteam’sfirst83 
games this season. 

WILD THINGS: As of July 6, the Rockies led the 
National League in walks, wild pitches and hit 
batters. Noteam has finishedthe season leading 
the league in all three categories sincethe 1978 
Atlanta Braves, eric brandner 
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It's not his usual, but .288 is a step up. 


302 


.474 


.288 


Into Thin Air 


runs while driving in at least 96 
in every year since 1997. 

So why was Helton hitting a 
mere .250 in mid- June, missing his 
first All-Star game since 1999? 

One theory is that he’s hurt by the 
lineup around him. Sure, Preston 
Wilson — now on the Nationals — is 
an established hitter, but guys such 
as Dustan Mohr and Desi Relaford 
aren’t spooking many pitchers. 

“[Helton has] spent prolonged 
periods of time with little protec- 
tion, but he’s still managed to make 
significant contributions to the team 
and play at a high level,” Levine said. 
“The rest of the league is still giving 
him the respect of a player who is a 
top performer. The numbers are the 
only thing that doesn’t match up.” 


SLG 


AVG 


339 


.620 


.347 


Todd Helton wasn’t himself 
to start, but he’s heating up 


HITTING ISN’T 
SOMETHING one 

forgets how to do. The 
timing, mechanics and 
body control take years to 
establish. Guys go into slumps 
when they drop their shoul- 
der or step in the bucket too 
much, but, usually, they even- 
tually snap out of it. 

And then there are those 
lucky enough to hit at Coors 
Field, where every third pop- 
up seems to make its way over 
the left field fence. 

So what’s with Todd 
Helton? 

The Rockies’ first baseman’s 


numbers so far are mediocre by his 
standards. His 10 homers are a pal- 
try sum compared to his past. 

“His prolonged struggles are 
really uncharacteristic,” Rockies 
senior director of baseball opera- 
tions Thad Levine said. “It seems 
like every day is a day he’s going to 
snap out of it.” 

Helton’s slow start is unexplain- 
able. The man has been an absolute 
beast at the plate his first seven full 
seasons in the big leagues. Helton 
had a .339 career average entering 
the season, hitting least 25 home 


547 


Which brings us to Levine’s the- 
ory: It’s all mental. 

Helton has excelled on the 
field since leading the University 
of Tennessee to the College World 
Series in 1995 as both a pitcher and 
a hitter. Less than two years later, 
he’d worked his way through the 
minors, earned a late -season call- 
up from Colorado, and homered his 
first two Major League games. 

He hadn’t stopped hitting until 
the beginning of this year. 

“He is one of the most gifted 
athletes I’ve ever had the luxury 
of watching play,” Levine said. “I 
think at this stage, it’s more of a 
mental issue than a physical one. 
He’s going up there and trying to 
get three hits in every at-bat.” 

But, the thing about great hitters 
is, they always come around. And 
Helton’s begun doing just that. 

He’s raised his average to .288 
while continuing to surge. A two- 
homer game against the Dodgers 
also gave him the franchise record 
for career home runs, with 260. 

Good hitters never forget. 

ERIC BRANDNER 


Rocky Road Is 
Colorado’s Flavor 

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE 
HOME? No kidding. 

No one needs to tell that 
to anyone in the Colorado 
Rockies clubhouse. That 
fact is clear, excruciatingly 
clear, to the boys in purple 
and black. 

On the road, the Rockies 
closely resemble the Bad 
News Bears. At home, 
they’re more like, well, the 
Bad News Bears. But the 
Bears from the end of the movies, when they’re actually not that bad 
after all. 

In the friendly confines and thin air of Coors Field in Denver, they’re 
somewhere in the vicinity of a .500 ballclub. Take the Rockies far enough 
away from the actual Rockies, and their record plummets with the alti- 
tude. Colorado spent the first half of the season in a failed effort to post 
double -digit victories on the road. 

The rocky road trips are nothing new for Colorado. 

Since joining the National League in 1993, the Rockies, as a team, 
have yet to hit higher than .257 on the road and never lower than .294 
at home. A similar variance can be found in the pitching statistics. 

Entering this year’s All-Star break, Colorado was hitting some 70 
points higher at Coors Field than at opposing parks. 

“I don’t get the correlation,” bench coach Jamie Quirk told MLB.com 
earlier this season. “We hit at home, and we don’t hit on the road.” 

“I don’t have any answers. I don’t even like talking about it. It is the 
truth, we’ve got to face it.” derek turner 



Cutline here please et aliquat. velitvel ingend. 


ririURVL 


IHE KNEW THE 




THE SCOUTING REPORT ON NOE BERG? 

HE COUIO SPEAK 12 LANGUAGES | 

BUTCOUIDNIHITINANYOFTHEN. 

MOE’S CLAIM TO FAMEWASHTBAniMG. 

nWASSPYIHG. 


MUSEUM 

■aiEnKENCE. 




^Scorecard ): 8 I HOMESTAND I JULY 18-24, 2005 


Team: vs 

Date: Start Time: End Time: Time of Game: 


Scorer: 


# 

Player 

Pos 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

g 

10 

AB 

R 

H 

RBI 

E 





o 

o 

o 


o 

o 

o 

O 

O 







sub 







sub 




o 


o 

o 



o 

o 












sub 


o 



o 






o 












sub 




o 

o 

o 

o 


o 


o 














o 




o 

o 


o 









sub 









o 


o 







o 







sub 











o 


o 



o 









sub 







sub 




o 

o 

o 

o 


o 


o 












sub 


o 

o 




o 



o 
















o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 

o 








sub 






s 

Runs 












TOTALS 


u 

Hits 












AB: 

RBI: 


M 

Errors 












R: 

E: 


s 

Left on Base 












H: 

LOB: 


Pitcher 

W-L 

IP 

H 

p 

ER 

BB 

so 

HB 

BK 

WP 

TBF 

Catcher 

PB 


























































HOMESTAND I JULY 18-24, 2005 I 9 ^Sco recard 



TeAm-.YJ(;ish\mfor] 

vs 



Date: 

Start Time: 

End Time: 

Time of Game: 

Scorer: 


# 

Player 

Pos 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

AB 

R 

H 

RBI 

E 





o 

o 

o 


o 

o 

o 

o 

O 







sub 












o 


o 

o 



o 

o 







sub 










o 



o 






o 







sub 












o 

o 

o 

o 


o 


o 







sub 










o 




o 

o 


o 









sub 










o 


o 







o 







sub 












o 


o 



o 









sub 












o 

o 

o 

o 


o 


o 







sub 










o 

o 




o 



o 








sub 











o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 

o 

O 







sub 







s 

Runs 












TOTALS 


u 

Hits 












AB: 

RBI: 


M 

Errors 












R: 

E: 


s 

Left on Base 












H: 

LOB: 


Pitcher 

W-L 

IP 

H 

p 

ER 

BB 

so 

HB 

BK 

WP 

TBF 

Catcher 

PB 


























































Catch a ride with Amtrak*^. 

Earn rewards with Amtrak Guest Rewards®. 


Get rewarded when you choose Amtrak® to take you to the next away game, an important meeting, or anywhere Amtrak goes. 

Visit amtrakguestrewards.com to enroll today. 

AK 

guest rewards- 
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22 1 Roger 
Clemens 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


J _ tip-: P , Oswalt 1 44 


W-L ERA K WHIP 



12-7 2.39 

95 1.08 

Brandon 

W-L ERA 

K WHIP 

Backel4l 

7-6 5.06 

72 1.50 

581 Travis 

W-L ERA 

K WHIP 

Driskill 

0-0 — 

0 — 

Andy 

W-L ERA 

K WHIP 

Pettitte 121 

6-7 3.09 

80 1.16 

MBIIbBbIII 




35 1 Dan 
Wheeler 

W-L ERA K WHIP 

0-2 1.64 38 0.89 



Brad 
Lidgel54 
W-L ERA K WHIP 



3-2 2.43 

57 

1.27 

431 Chad 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Harvilie 

0-0 6.26 

21 

2.00 

Chad 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Quails 150 

3-3 3.89 

34 

1.32 

Russ 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Springerl 36 2-3 5.46 

32 

1.15 

531 Mike 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Burns 

0-0 5.25 

8 

1.42 


(Series) For Astros. Ifs Survival of the Fastest 


If you slow them, you will 
win. It’s more than hokey 
wisdom cribbed from an 
’80s movie. It could be » 


thekeytothe Nationals beating the Astros this 
weekend. 

Houston was one of the worst hitting teams 
in the majors atthe All-Star break. Buttheir 
speed on the basepaths, coupled with their stel- 
lar starting pitching, makes them a serious threat 
to take afew games while visiting RFK. 

The Astros weretops in the National League 
with 69 stolen bases as of JulyS. Lead-off man 
Willy Taveras swiped 22 bases during that peri- 


od while hitting .296. He sets the table for veterans 
Craig Biggio and Lance Berkman. If those two can’t 
getthejob done, the Nationals will still haveto deal 
with third baseman Morgan Ensberg, an All-Star 
snub who was on the verge of setting new career 
highs in home runs and RBIs atthe break. 

It’s notthat Houston can run its opponent 
completely out of a game. Fast as they are, the 
Astros were still thethird-worst run-produc- 
ing team in the majors atthe halfway pointthis 
season. 

Butthe problem isthattheirability to peri- 
odically manufacture a run creates a very thin 
margin of errorforthe opposition, which has 
to face a pitching staff that includes All-Stars 
Roger Clemens, Roy Oswalt and former World 


Series hero Andy 
Pettitte. 

Washington — 
the lowest scoring 
team in the majors 
as of mid-July — 
should face at least 
two of those three 
this weekend. 

GUNSLINGERS: 

As good as the 
Astros have been 
at swiping bags 
this season, they’ve also been good at limiting 
opponents on the basepaths. Starting catcher 


Brad Ausmus had thrown outa respectableSO.S 
percent of base-stealers through JulyS. Back- 
up Raul Chavez is even better, nailing seven of 
the 12 runners who tested him to that point in the 
season. 

WAY TO STICK YOUR ELBOW OUT: Biggio has 
made a career of taking onefortheteam, and was 
rewarded with a Major League record when hit by 
a pitch for the 268th time on June 29 at Colorado. 

STING OF THE ROAD: Mostteamsstruggleto 
breakeven on the road, butthe Astros aren’t 
even close. Houston was 14-27 away from Minute 
Maid Park entering the All-Star break. 

ERIC BRANDNER 



ROY VEY: Roy Oswalt has 12 
wins and 95 Ks this season. 
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Lean 

Plate 

Astros’ sparce hitting threatens 
to spoil Clemens’ stellar season 


YEAH, HOUSTON’Shad 

a problem. 

The “Killer Bs” — the team’s 
three -pronged offensive wreck- 
ing crew made up of Craig Biggio, 
Lance Berkman and Jeff Bagwell 
— have been looking about as spry 
at the plate this season as the now- 
geriatric Apollo 13 crew. 

None of the three was hitting 
above .300 as the All-Star break 
approached, and Bagwell — out 
for at least another month after 
shoulder surgery — hasn’t put a 
ball in orbit since April 29. 

Still, it takes an entire team to 
produce runs, and the Astros’ other 
six hitters weren’t picking up much 
of the slack at the beginning of the 
season, either. Houston was held 
to three runs or fewer in 33 of its 
first 66 games. 

That lack of offensive produc- 
tion has put a significant damper on 
what may turn out to be one of the 
most statistically impressive seasons 
of Roger Clemens’ career. 

Clemens had nothing left to 
prove when he retired from baseball 
at the end of the 2003 season. The 
righty had already amassed over 
300 wins, over 4,000 strikeouts 
and a pair of World Series rings. 
The only mystery left was which cap 
he’d wear in Cooperstown. 

The Astros know it won’t be 
theirs, but they’re glad he put the 
decision off for a few years. 

Clemens stayed retired less than 
a full off-season before returning 
to the game at the urging of team- 
mate Andy Pettitte and millions 
of other Texans. His 18-4 record 
helped Houston get within a game 
of the World Series last season. The 
record seventh Cy Young Award he 
earned in the process probably looks 
pretty nice on his mantle, too. 


The 42 -year- old contemplated 
hanging up his spikes again in the 
offseason, but an arbitration battle 
and eventual settlement gave “The 
Rocket” 18 million reasons to wear 
the star on his hat one more year. 

And he’s earning his money. 

As of July 8, Clemens was 7-3 
with a 1.48 ERA. 

While Houston’s front office 
may have paid up, their offense 
has been acting like a bunch of 
deadbeats when it comes time to 
supporting its ace. 

Astros hitters combined to pro- 
duce just 18 runs in Clemens’ first 
11 starts of 2005. 

That’s resulted in seven no -deci- 
sions for Clemens. He also had the 
displeasure of becoming just the 
second player in Major League 
history to start three consecutive 
games that were still scoreless after 
nine innings. 

“He certainly deserved bet- 
ter than we’ve given him to this 


YR 

W 

L 

IP 

ERA 

ER 

SO 

H 

BB 

OBA 

WHIP 

’04 

18 

4 

214.1 

2.98 

71 

218 

169 

79 

.292 

.116 

’05 

7 

3 

122.0 

1.48 

20 

112 

82 

34 

.248 

.095 


point,” Berkman said after a 4-1 
Clemens victory over San Francisco 
on May 14. 

Then, at the start of June, 
the Astros hitters started taking 
Berkman’s words to heart. 

Houston hitters have made a 


sudden about-face at the plate, 
scoring runs — 42, actually — in 
Clemens’ last seven starts, helping 
The Rocket to a 4-0 record during 
that span. 

The Astros still had a Major 
League -worst .252 team batting 


average as of July 7, but they’d leap- 
frogged two other National League 
teams — including the Nationals 
— to get out of the basement in the 
runs -scored department. 

And if they add a little more 
offense and keep their starting 
pitchers healthy, the Astros could 
find themselves in the midst of the 
wild card chase next month. 

It’d be a nice parting gift for the 
veteran pitcher who just keeps giv- 
ing. ERIC BRANDNER 


Pettitte’s Promise Still Unfulfilled 


THEY CAME to the Houston Astros together, almost 
a package deal, as imports from the all-powerful 
New York Yankees. 

Roger Clemens was a bonus, a 41-year- old coaxed out 
of retirement for a year or maybe two. But it was the 
other ex-Yankee who was supposed to be the long- 
term prize, the major signing. Andy Pettitte, then 
31, had been one of the most dominant lefthand- 
ers in baseball for nearly a decade. 

Clemens, however, went on to win the Cy 
Young and pushed the Astros to the brink of the 
World Series in 2004. Pettitte watched from 
the bench, suffering through the disappoint- 
ments and injuries that plagued his first season 
pitching in his home state of Texas. 

He made three trips to the disabled list with 


left arm troubles, the last keeping him sidelined for both 
the final month and a half of the regular season and the 
playoffs. Through the first half of the 2005 season, he 
appears to have regained his form, though his arm hasn’t 
quite been pain-free after the left elbow surgery. 

“The doctor keeps telling me, ‘You’re coming off 
surgery. You’re not a machine.’ It’s just frustrating. I 
thought I had gotten over all the effects of having sur- 
gery,” Pettitte told MLB.com after he was forced to 
leave his July 6 start with tightness in the elbow. 

Still, Pettitte entered the All-Star break with an 
impressive 3.09 earned run average. Poor run support, 
however, has plagued Houston starters, and Pettitte 
finished the first half with a less-than-impressive 6-7 
record. The Astros scored three runs or fewer in eight 
of Pettitte’s first 17 starts, derek turner 
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i^STATISTICS AS OF ALL-STAR BREAK 


Washington Nationals | hitting 


I National Leagne | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

SB 

CS 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Ryan Church 

160 

28 

52 

10 

2 

7 

28 

13 

0 

0 

.325 

.381 

.544 

.924 

Nick Johnson 

256 

43 

82 

20 

2 

8 

42 

47 

3 

6 

.320 

.444 

.508 

.952 

Jose Guillen 

323 

50 

100 

18 

1 

18 

51 

19 

1 

1 

.310 

.360 

.539 

.899 

Jose Vidro 

125 

19 

36 

8 

2 

4 

18 

16 

0 

0 

.288 

.368 

.480 

.848 

Matt Cepicky 

18 

1 

5 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

.278 

.316 

.444 

.760 

Brad Wilkerson 

314 

43 

85 

28 

4 

5 

34 

50 

4 

7 

.271 

.376 

.433 

.809 

Carlos Baerga 

89 

9 

24 

4 

0 

1 

10 

4 

0 

0 

.270 

.330 

.348 

.678 

Brian Schneider 

228 

25 

60 

14 

1 

6 

24 

19 

1 

0 

.263 

.323 

.412 

.735 

Vinny Castilla 

300 

34 

76 

23 

1 

6 

42 

31 

4 

0 

.253 

.330 

.397 

.727 

Marlon Byrd 

131 

5 

33 

6 

' 

0 

16 

10 

1 

' 

.252 

.301 

.313 

.614 


ProFiie Jamey Carroll 

AG E:’3 1 ’ BAT:’ R ’’t’h’rOw!^ R ’ ’ ’hT: ’ 5-9 ” w’f:’ i’tO ’ ’ YRS : 4 


’03 105 227 31 59 I 

’04 102 218 36 63 0 

’05 61 189 29 47 0 


10 5 39 .260 .326 

16 5 21 .289 .372 

13 2 37 .249 .280 



Esteban Loaiza 

36 

3 

9 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

.250 

.250 

.306 

.556 

Tony Blanco 

44 

7 

II 

3 

0 

1 

7 

1 

1 

0 

.250 

.283 

.386 

.669 

Jamey Carroll 

189 

29 

47 

4 

1 

0 

13 

15 

2 

3 

.249 

.304 

.280 

.585 

Termell Sledge 

37 

7 

9 

0 

1 

1 

8 

7 

2 

1 

.243 

.348 

.378 

.726 

Gary Bennett 

91 

6 

21 

5 

0 

1 

14 

6 

0 

0 

.231 

.280 

.319 

.599 

J.J. Davis 

26 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

.231 

.286 

.231 

.516 

Junior Spivey 

77 

14 

17 

7 

0 

2 

7 

II 

2 

0 

.221 

.330 

.390 

.719 

J. Hammonds 

32 

3 

7 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

.219 

.286 

.250 

.536 

C. Guzman 

254 

20 

51 

6 

4 

3 

13 

13 

3 

4 

.201 

.239 

.291 

.530 

Livan Hernandez 

44 

3 

8 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

.182 

.200 

.273 

.473 

Wil Cordero 

49 

2 

6 

2 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

.122 

.167 

.163 

.330 



ProFiie 


Gary Bennett 


AGE: 33 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-0 WT:2I0 YRS: 10 


in aseason. 

Put upfiveRBIs and snagged six 
total bases against Atlanta on June 2. 


Led the Padres with a .996fielding percentage 
in 2003. He spent 747 innings behind the plate 
and committed justtwo errors. 

Made his major league debut in 1995, get- 
ting just one at-bat and striking out. He was 
the Phillies’ record 50th player that year. 

Has never had more than 307 at- bats 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

Derrek Lee 

315 

69 

119 

27 

2 

27 

Albert Pujols 

335 

70 

113 

20 

0 

22 

Miguel Cabrera 

333 

59 

III 

24 

2 

17 

Luis Castillo 

236 

47 

78 

8 

2 

2 

Nick Johnson 

256 

43 

82 

20 

2 

8 

Brady Clark 

360 

62 

114 

19 

0 

7 

Moises Alou 

256 

43 

81 

II 

0 

12 

Sean Casey 

326 

41 

102 

20 

0 

3 

Jose Guillen 

323 

50 

100 

18 

1 

18 

Bobby Abreu 

323 

63 

99 

17 

0 

18 

Omar Vizquel 

315 

43 

96 

20 

3 

1 

Jeff Kent 

309 

51 

94 

20 

0 

15 

Chad Tracy 

263 

36 

80 

18 

2 

10 

Felipe Lopez 

296 

49 

90 

18 

2 

14 

Marcus Giles 

303 

58 

92 

27 

1 

7 

Chase Utley 

254 

40 

77 

16 

1 

II 

Joe Randa 

303 

40 

91 

23 

1 

12 

Jason Bay 

328 

59 

98 

25 

4 

16 

Aramis Ramirez 

315 

47 

94 

22 

0 

19 

Willy Taveras 

324 

49 

96 

10 

3 

3 

Brian Giles 

304 

58 

90 

27 

6 

9 

Morgan Ensberg 

297 

53 

86 

19 

0 

24 

Todd Helton 

302 

44 

87 

24 

1 

10 

Craig Biggio 

316 

54 

91 

25 

1 

13 

Carlos Delgado 

313 

47 

90 

24 

0 

18 

Ken Griffey Jr. 

317 

50 

91 

23 

0 

17 


ProFiie 

Bobby Abreu 

AGE:3I BAT:L THROW: R 
HT:6-0 WT:2I0 YRS: 9 


’03 I58 577 99 I73 20 
’04 I59 574 II8 I73 30 
’05 89 323 63 99 I8 

’03 101 22 126 .300 .468 
’04 105 40 116 .301 .544 
’05 58 21 65 .307 .526 



RBI SB CS BB AVG OBP SLG OPS 


72 

10 

2 

42 

.378 

.452 

.733 

1.186 

69 

9 

0 

44 

.337 

.423 

.594 

1.017 

62 

1 

0 

30 

.333 

.388 

.571 

.958 

17 

7 

5 

40 

.331 

.426 

.407 

.833 

42 

3 

6 

47 

.320 

.444 

.508 

.952 

31 

8 

10 

28 

.317 

.380 

.428 

.808 

41 

2 

0 

40 

.316 

.409 

.500 

.909 

37 

2 

0 

23 

.313 

.360 

.402 

.761 

51 

1 

1 

19 

.310 

.360 

.539 

.899 

58 

21 

4 

67 

.307 

.428 

.526 

.955 

30 

14 

9 

27 

.305 

.359 

.397 

.756 

60 

4 

1 

34 

.304 

.381 

.515 

.896 

34 

2 

1 

16 

.304 

.345 

.502 

.847 

48 

6 

4 

23 

.304 

.354 

.520 

.874 

31 

12 

2 

39 

.304 

.384 

.469 

.853 

40 

8 

2 

34 

.303 

.390 

.504 

.894 

45 

0 

0 

32 

.300 

.370 

.502 

.871 

44 

5 

0 

45 

.299 

.384 

.546 

.930 

57 

0 

1 

26 

.298 

.356 

.549 

.905 

15 

22 

7 

14 

.296 

.331 

.373 

.705 

49 

7 

4 

71 

.296 

.429 

.513 

.942 

65 

6 

6 

47 

.290 

.387 

.596 

.983 

39 

2 

0 

61 

.288 

.414 

.474 

.888 

40 

9 

1 

19 

.288 

.351 

.497 

.847 

66 

0 

0 

41 

.288 

.385 

.537 

.922 

58 

0 

1 

34 

.287 

.355 

.521 

.875 


American League | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Brian Roberts 

313 

56 

108 

22 

5 

15 

49 

18 

5 

36 

.345 

.416 

.591 

1.007 

Johnny Damon 

347 

65 

119 

23 

5 

4 

42 

9 

1 

26 

.343 

.386 

.473 

.858 

Vladimir Guerrero 

269 

48 

90 

17 

1 

16 

51 

6 

0 

20 

.335 

.388 

.584 

.971 

Michael Young 

357 

66 

119 

18 

5 

14 

47 

3 

1 

23 

.333 

.377 

.529 

.906 

Miguel Tejada 

346 

55 

114 

30 

4 

19 

62 

4 

1 

22 

.329 

.373 

.604 

.977 

Hideki Matsui 

328 

60 

105 

25 

1 

14 

70 

2 

0 

38 

.320 

.384 

.530 

.915 

Travis Hafner 

279 

55 

89 

23 

0 

18 

63 

0 

0 

46 

.319 

.425 

.595 

1.020 

Alex Rodriguez 

325 

65 

103 

17 

0 

23 

72 

9 

3 

49 

.317 

.416 

.582 

.998 

David Ortiz 

328 

63 

103 

24 

1 

21 

75 

1 

0 

47 

.314 

.396 

.585 

.982 

Ichiro Suzuki 

363 

60 

113 

9 

8 

6 

32 

20 

6 

26 

.311 

.354 

.430 

.783 

Derek Jeter 

341 

69 

105 

12 

2 

II 

37 

10 

4 

41 

.308 

.393 

.452 

.844 

Rondell White 

287 

37 

88 

16 

3 

9 

42 

1 

0 

II 

.307 

.334 

.477 

.812 

Joe Mauer 

239 

26 

73 

II 

0 

6 

32 

5 

1 

27 

.305 

.373 

.427 

.800 

Garret Anderson 

336 

45 

102 

20 

1 

II 

65 

0 

1 

13 

.304 

.328 

.467 

.795 

Shea Hillenbrand 

328 

56 

99 

20 

1 

9 

42 

2 

0 

18 

.302 

.364 

.451 

.816 

Jason Varitek 

259 

39 

78 

17 

1 

13 

36 

0 

0 

25 

.301 

.367 

.525 

.892 

Melvin Mora 

305 

49 

91 

19 

0 

15 

47 

7 

1 

22 

.298 

.353 

.508 

.861 

Raul Ibanez 

329 

40 

98 

20 

1 

12 

48 

4 

1 

32 

.298 

.362 

.474 

.836 

Gary Sheffield 

309 

58 

92 

18 

0 

17 

68 

7 

2 

53 

.298 

.399 

.521 

.920 

Coco Crisp 

303 

46 

90 

21 

2 

8 

33 

II 

4 

24 

.297 

.348 

.459 

.806 

Trot Nixon 

250 

44 

74 

20 

0 

9 

42 

1 

0 

33 

.296 

.377 

.484 

.861 

Scott Podsednik 

282 

50 

83 

14 

0 

0 

17 

44 

9 

34 

.294 

.369 

.344 

.713 

Ivan Rodriguez 

298 

42 

87 

23 

4 

6 

32 

4 

2 

5 

.292 

.304 

.456 

.761 

Kevin Mench 

285 

42 

83 

22 

2 

16 

45 

2 

2 

26 

.291 

.356 

.551 

.906 

Shannon Stewart 

341 

54 

99 

15 

0 

10 

38 

5 

2 

23 

.290 

.339 

.422 

.761 

MarkTeixeira 

352 

67 

102 

21 

' 

25 

73 

2 

0 

33 

.290 

.362 

.568 

.930 


ProFiie 

Ichiro Suzuki 

AGE: 31 BAT:L THROW: R 
HT:5-9 WT:I70 YRS: 5 


’03 159 679 III 212 13 

’04 161 704 101 262 8 

’05 87 363 60 113 6 




m^sm 


’03 62 34 69 .312 .436 
’04 60 36 63 .372 .455 
’05 32 20 35 .311 .430 



(Farm) Top Pick Finding His Swing in Double-A 


Ryan Zimmerman, the 
Nats’ top pick in the 2005 
draft, has seen his base- 
ball ability blossom » 

overthe last three years. He is now facing the 
toughest challenge of his relatively short base- 
ball career, which is underthe magnifying glass 
after signing a $2,975 million contract. 

Zimmerman, 20, was not drafted out of high 
school and says he was not heavily recruited 
by college coaches. He chose the University of 
Virginia because he wanted to play in the ACC, 
despitethefactthethey only gave him a 15-per- 


cent scholarshipfor hisfreshman year. In the 
summer, he played in the Coastal Plains League, a 
wood bat college league, and returned to Virginia 
with a larger scholarship but still notafull ride. 
Last summer he played on Team USA and started 
getting noticed by the scouts. 

Thisyearat Virginiaasajunior, he hit .393 
starting in all 61 of the Cavaliers’ games. He had 
six home runs with 59 RBI and a .469 on base per- 
centage. But perhaps the most impressive stat 
was that hestruckout just 14times in 234at-bats, 
while walking 31 times. 

In an unusual move, after quickly signing 
with the Nationals, Zimmerman was assigned to 
Double-A Harrisburg. Most newly drafted col- 


lege players begin 
inaleaguesome- 
where between a 
high short-season 
and Class-A league. 
Zimmerman acknowl- 
edged beginning in 
Double-A was nota 
normal assignment but was by design. 

“This was the biggest part of me signing the 
contract early,’’ said the 6-foot-3, 210- pound 
Zimmerman. “If I can start all the way at Double- 
A and skip at leasttwo levels of the minors, it 
is worth itto me instead of getting some extra 
money. It might get meto the majors quicker.’’ 


Conventional wisdom would say that 
Zimmerman will have to make adjustments to his 
swing starting out a pro career two stops below 
the big leagues. Butthe Nationaisfarm policy, 
similarto mostteams’, is nottoadjustorchange 
a newly signed college player’s swing until after 
the completion of his first pro season. 

And Zimmerman isn’t ready to alter his swing 
yet, despite a .235 average in his first 10 games. 

“I think it’s more me improving on my pitch 
recognition than adjusting my swing atthis 
point. ... Butthe guys here know howto pitch 
more,’’ he said. “When you’re expecting afastball 
they probably are not going tothrow one.’’ 

JOHN HOFFMANN 









HOMESTAND I JULY 18-24, 2005 I (3 


Washington Nationals | pitching 


ProFiie Luis Ayala 


AGE: 27 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-2 WT:I85YRS:3 



’03 

lO 

3 

2.92 

65 

0 

7I.0 

65 

27 

23 

46 

’04 

6 

I2 

2.69 

8I 

0 

90.I 

92 

30 

27 

63 

’05 

7 

5 

3.02 

50 

0 

53.2 

63 

20 

I8 

28 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

SV 

svo 

I IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

C Cordero 

2 

I 

I.I3 

46 

0 

3I 

34 

47.2 

37 

II 

6 

4 

I 

I2 

42 

H Carrasco 

3 

2 

2.43 

34 

0 

2 

4 

33.I 

24 

9 

9 

3 

4 

II 

22 

R Drese 

3 

I 

2.90 

5 

5 

0 

0 

3I.0 

25 

lO 

lO 

0 

I 

II 

I2 

J Patterson 

3 

2 

2.9I 

I5 

I5 

0 

0 

89.2 

73 

29 

29 

6 

2 

33 

80 

L Ayala 

7 

5 

3.06 

49 

0 

I 

3 

53.0 

6I 

20 

I8 

5 

3 

8 

28 

G Majewski 

2 

0 

3.2I 

37 

0 

0 

2 

42.0 

43 

I6 

I5 

I 

4 

I8 

20 

L Hernandez 

I2 

3 

3.48 

I9 

I9 

0 

0 

I34.I 

I39 

55 

52 

8 

7 

50 

78 

E Loaiza 

5 

5 

3.57 

I8 

I8 

0 

0 

II3.I 

II4 

45 

45 

7 

2 

32 

92 

J Rauch 

I 

3 

4.00 

8 

0 

0 

0 

I8.0 

I5 

8 

8 

I 

0 

7 

II 

SKim 

I 

2 

4.37 

9 

2 

0 

0 

22.2 

27 

II 

II 

I 

I 

7 

I3 

T Armas 

4 

4 

4.97 

II 

II 

0 

0 

63.I 

59 

36 

35 

II 

2 

30 

35 




ProFiie Tony Armas 


AGE: 27 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-3 WT:225 YRS:6 



’03 

2 

I 2.6I 

5 

5 

3I.0 

25 

9 

9 

23 

’04 

2 

4 4.88 

I6 

I6 

72.0 

66 

4I 

39 

54 

’05 

4 

4 4.97 

II 

II 

63.I 

59 

36 

35 

35 


ProFile 


Hector Carrasco 


AGE: 35 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-2 WT:225 YRS:II 




’0I 

4 

3 

4.64 

56 

0 

73.2 

77 

40 

70 

’03 

2 

6 

4.93 

40 

0 

38.I 

40 

22 

27 

’05 

3 

2 

2.43 

34 

0 

33.I 

24 

9 

22 


Played with the Kintetsu Buffalos of 
the Japanesse Pacific League last year 
and went8-8 with 5saves and a5.57 ERA 
Has pitched just 1.1 innings of post- 
season ball (forthe Reds in 1995), striking 
out three and giving up one hit and no runs. 

Gave up no runs in hisfirst lOappearances 
(eight innings) this season. 

His first earned run ofthe year came against 
the Arizona Diamondbacks on May 11. 




National League | pitching 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG 

R Clemens 

7 

3 

I.48 

I8 

I8 

0 

R Oswalt 

I2 

7 

2.39 

I9 

I9 

3 

D Willis 

I3 

4 

2.39 

I8 

I8 

5 

C Carpenter 

I3 

4 

2.5I 

I8 

I8 

3 

P Martinez 

lO 

3 

2.72 

I8 

I8 

2 

J Smoltz 

9 

5 

2.8I 

I9 

I9 

3 

J Patterson 

3 

2 

2.9I 

I5 

I5 

0 

A Pettitte 

6 

7 

3.09 

I7 

I7 

0 

M Morris 

lO 

2 

3.I0 

I6 

I6 

2 

J Peavy 

7 

3 

3.I4 

I7 

I7 

I 

B Myers 

6 

5 

3.20 

I8 

I8 

I 

B Moehler 

4 

6 

3.27 

I9 

I5 

0 

A Burnett 

5 

5 

3.33 

I7 

I7 

3 

J Beckett 

8 

6 

3.35 

I6 

I6 

I 

B Penny 

5 

5 

3.43 

I5 

I5 

0 

L Hernandez 

I2 

3 

3.48 

I9 

I9 

I 

V Santos 

2 

9 

3.50 

I8 

I7 

I 

E Loaiza 

5 

5 

3.57 

I8 

I8 

0 

BWebb 

8 

6 

3.57 

I8 

I8 

I 

V Zambrano 

4 

7 

3.58 

I6 

I6 

0 

C Capuano 

lO 

6 

3.63 

I9 

I9 

0 

CLidle 

8 

6 

3.65 

I8 

I8 

I 

M Redman 

4 

8 

3.76 

I8 

I8 

2 

C Zambrano 

6 

4 

3.85 

I8 

I8 

I 

J Marquis 

8 

6 

3.89 

I8 

I8 

0 

D Lowe 

5 

9 

3.99 

I9 

I9 

I 


ProFile 

John Smoltz 


AGE: 38 BAT: R THROW:R 
HT:6-3 WT:220YRS:I7 


YR 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

’03 

0 

2 

I.I2 

62 

0 

’04 

0 

I 

2.76 

73 

0 

’05 

9 

5 

2.8I 

I9 

I9 

YR IP H R ER SO 

CO 

p 

64.I 

48 

9 

8 

73 

’04 

8I.2 

75 

25 

25 

85 

’05 

I3I.I 

I20 

45 

4I 

98 



SHO 

IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

0 

I22.0 

82 

22 

20 

5 

I 

34 

II2 

I 

I35.2 

II8 

40 

36 

9 

4 

28 

95 

4 

I28.0 

I20 

36 

34 

4 

3 

26 

95 

3 

I29.I 

I06 

40 

36 

9 

0 

33 

I28 

0 

I29.0 

85 

40 

39 

9 

2 

24 

I38 

I 

I3I.I 

I20 

45 

4I 

8 

0 

36 

98 

0 

89.2 

73 

29 

29 

6 

2 

33 

80 

0 

II0.2 

I09 

45 

38 

7 

0 

I9 

80 

0 

I04.2 

96 

43 

36 

6 

4 

I6 

73 

I 

III.2 

90 

43 

39 

lO 

2 

23 

1 24 

0 

II5.I 

97 

43 

4I 

I4 

5 

35 

II3 

0 

99.0 

I05 

38 

36 

8 

2 

27 

49 

I 

II3.2 

99 

5I 

42 

6 

3 

40 

III 

I 

96.2 

82 

4I 

36 

5 

4 

32 

89 

0 

97.0 

99 

38 

37 

6 

2 

I6 

56 

0 

I34.I 

I39 

55 

52 

8 

7 

50 

78 

0 

I03.0 

98 

52 

40 

I4 

4 

4I 

66 

0 

II3.I 

II4 

45 

45 

7 

2 

32 

92 

0 

I26.0 

I3I 

54 

50 

9 

I 

37 

93 

0 

98.0 

90 

45 

39 

5 

9 

50 

62 

0 

I2I.I 

II8 

53 

49 

I6 

8 

44 

90 

0 

II6.0 

II7 

53 

47 

7 

4 

24 

74 

I 

II7.I 

I06 

5I 

49 

8 

0 

35 

62 

0 

II4.2 

88 

50 

49 

II 

6 

53 

I08 

0 

III.O 

I04 

57 

48 

I5 

2 

42 

58 

I 

II9.2 

I34 

69 

53 

I5 

2 

28 

8I 


American League | pitching 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG SHO IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR HBP 

BB 

SO 

R Halladay 

I2 

4 

2.4I 

I9 

I9 

5 

2 

I4I.2 

II8 

39 

38 

II 

7 

18 

108 

K Rogers 

lO 

4 

2.54 

I7 

I7 

I 

I 

II3.I 

I07 

34 

32 

7 

6 

34 

50 

M Buehrle 

lO 

3 

2.58 

I8 

I8 

2 

I 

I36.0 

130 

49 

39 

8 

0 

21 

85 

J Washburn 

5 

4 

3.23 

I8 

I8 

I 

I 

III. I 

127 

40 

40 

12 

4 

33 

58 

N Robertson 

3 

7 

3.35 

I7 

I7 

2 

0 

I02.0 

99 

50 

38 

6 

3 

38 

59 

J Garland 

I3 

4 

3.38 

I7 

I7 

2 

2 

I20.0 

109 

46 

45 

II 

4 

21 

56 

B Colon 

II 

5 

3.42 

I8 

I8 

2 

0 

I23.2 

115 

52 

47 

II 

1 

26 

89 

F Garcia 

8 

3 

3.53 

I8 

I8 

I 

0 

I25.0 

113 

51 

49 

13 

2 

34 

85 

C Silva 

7 

3 

3.53 

I6 

I6 

2 

0 

II4.2 

134 

47 

45 

16 

1 

5 

41 

G Chacin 

7 

5 

3.57 

I8 

I8 

0 

0 

I03.I 

109 

47 

41 

7 

6 

36 

61 

K Millwood 

3 

7 

3.58 

I5 

I5 

0 

0 

88.0 

85 

38 

35 

10 

2 

29 

72 

P Byrd 

8 

5 

3.73 

I7 

I7 

2 

I 

II5.2 

116 

53 

48 

II 

4 

16 

63 

M Clement 

lO 

2 

3.85 

I8 

I8 

I 

0 

II7.0 

113 

52 

50 

9 

7 

35 

97 

B Chen 

7 

5 

3.87 

I7 

I7 

I 

0 

I02.I 

101 

48 

44 

14 

3 

32 

71 

J Johnson 

5 

7 

3.87 

I8 

I8 

I 

0 

II4.0 

124 

54 

49 

II 

2 

25 

55 

K Saarloos 

5 

5 

3.87 

I7 

I5 

I 

I 

88.I 

90 

39 

38 

4 

9 

29 

25 

C Lee 

9 

4 

3.89 

I8 

I8 

0 

0 

I08.2 

109 

52 

47 

13 

0 

33 

79 

B Zito 

6 

8 

3.9I 

I9 

I9 

0 

0 

I22.0 

100 

58 

53 

13 

7 

48 

85 

M Mussina 

9 

5 

3.97 

I8 

I8 

2 

2 

II3.I 

121 

54 

50 

15 

4 

27 

80 

J Santana 

7 

5 

3.98 

I8 

I8 

2 

I 

I24.I 

105 

55 

55 

15 

0 

26 

143 

J Bonderman 

II 

5 

3.99 

I8 

I8 

2 

0 

I2I.2 

117 

55 

54 

14 

3 

34 

93 

C Young 

8 

5 

4.0I 

I8 

I8 

0 

0 

lOl.O 

100 

49 

45 

12 

3 

26 

89 

B Arroyo 

7 

5 

4.02 

I8 

I7 

0 

0 

I09.2 

106 

55 

49 

II 

8 

25 

64 

T Wakefield 

8 

7 

4.05 

I8 

I8 

0 

0 

II7.2 

116 

57 

53 

13 

7 

46 

71 

D Haren 

7 

7 

4.08 

I9 

I9 

2 

0 

I2I.I 

119 

65 

55 

13 

5 

35 

90 

J Mays 

5 

3 

4.I3 

I7 

I6 

' 

' 

98.0 

115 

54 

45 

15 

2 

22 

33 


ProFile 

Bartolo Colon 

AGE: 32 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:5-II WT:250 YRS:8 


YR W L ERA G GS 


’03 15 13 3.87 34 34 

’04 18 12 5.01 34 34 

’05 II 5 3.42 18 18 


’03 242.0 223 107 104 173 
’04 208.1 215 122 116 158 
’05 123.2 115 52 47 89 




1924 1 After a stint in 
first place earlier in the 
season, the Nationals 
were back in a familiar 
position: looking up at 
the New York Yankees. 
Washington didn’t do 
much to help its own 
cause in a 7-6 loss to 
the St. Louis Browns » 


First Place Stays Just Out of Reach 


on July 18. Shortstop Roger 
Peckinpaugh’s error in the ninth 
opened the doorforathree-run 
inning. 

The Nationals, who SOyears 
later became the Senators, load- 
ed the bases in their half ofthe ninth 
but came up one run short- costing 
themselves a chance to tie the AL 
East-leading Yankees. 

Luck wasn’ton the hometown’s 
side the next day, either, as a Bucky 
Harris drive in the 14th inning was 
ruled atripleand nota home run by 
the umpires. Harris never scored 


in the extra 
frame and the 
Nats fell to the 
Browns 10-9 in 
16 innings. All 
of asudden, 
Washington 
was down two 
games to New 
Yorkand hardly 
resembled the championshipform it 
would laterfind. 

At last, the Nats exacted some 
revenge on July 20, eking out a 5- 
4 victory following Goose Goslin’s 


game-winning single in the ninth. 

There was no doubtintheopen- 
er of a series with the Chicago 
White Sox. Courtesy of 18 hits, the 
Nationals pounded outa16-2win. 
Sadly, the margin of victory didn’t 
do much in the standings, with 
Washington still down 1 34 games to 
the Yanks. 

Nothing changed July 22, either, 
with the White Sox and Nationals 
splitting adouble header: 4-Ofor 
Chicago intheopenerand4-2for 
Washington to end the day. 

Perhaps tired from the twin bill. 


the Sox handed the Nats a win with 
two errors and a passed ball that led 
to four runs in fourth. The4-2 victo- 
ry moved the D.C. squad one game 
away from first place, but still half 
a game backof the second-place 
Detroit Tigers. 

Ironically, the Nats’ 7-5 win over 
Chicagoon July24evenedtheteam 
with the Yankees, but Detroit was 
now in first place by a half-game 
after ittopped NewYork5-4. 

NATIONALS ARCHIVE is a 

week-by-week recap of theteam’s 
World Series-winning 1924 season. 










THE SUNNER’S ONE INDISPUTABLE L AUCH RIOTr 

Peter Travers, 




Has Summer Engraved All Over. 

It parades a screen chemistry 
rarely seen since the 

Richard Corliss, TIME 



AMC UNION STATION 9 
50 Mass. Ave. N.E. 

(703) 998-4AMC 
CINEPLEX ODEON 
WISCONSIN AVE. 
CINEMAS 6 
4000 Wisconsin Ave. N.W. 
800-FANDANGO #714 
LOEWS GEORGETOWN 
K St. between Wisconsin 
and 31 St. N.W. 
800-FANDANGO #821 
REGAL GALLERY PLACE 
STADIUM 14 
707 Seventh Street, N.W. 
800-FANDANGO #1721 


AMC ACADEMY 14 
Greenbelt, MD 
(703) 998-4AMC 
AMC COLUMBIA 14 
In The Mall In Columbia 
(410) 423-0520 


CINEPLEX ODEON 
ST. CHARLES 
TOWNE CTR. 9 
Waldorf, MD 
800-FANDANGO #745 

CONSOLIDATED 
MAJESTIC 20 
900 Ellsworth Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 

301-681-2266 

KENTLANDS 

STADIUM 

Great Seneca Hwy. & 

Kentlands Blvd. 

(301) 519-6868 
LOEWS 

CENTERPARK 8 
Calverton, MD 
800-FANDANGO #739 
LOEWS RIO 18 
Gaithersburg, MD 
800-FANDANGO #740 
LOEWS 

WHEATON PLAZA 11 
Wheaton, MD 
800-FANDANGO #746 


LOEWS 

I WHITE FLINT 5 
Bethesda, MD 
800-FANDANGO #741 
MUVICO EGYPTIAN 24 
At Arundel Mills 
(443) 755-8992 
REGAL CINEMAS 
BETHESDA 
Bethesda, MD 
800-FANDANGO #569 
REGAL CINEMAS 
BOWIE CINEMA 14 
15200 Major Lansdale Blvd. 
800-326-3264 #454 
REGAL CINEMAS 
GERMANTOWN 
CINEMA 14 
Germantown Town Center 
800-326-3264 #455 
REGAL CINEMAS 
ROCKVILLE CENTER 13 
Rockvllle,MD 
800-FANDANGO #248 


AMC 

HOFFMAN CENTER 22 
Eisenhower Ave. 

& Telegraph Rd. 

(703) 998-4AMC 


AMC 

POTOMAC MILLS 18 
Woodbridge, VA 
(703) 998-4262 

AMC 

SPRINGFIELD MALL 10 
Springfield, VA 
(703) 971-3991 

CINEPLEX ODEON 
TYSONS FAIRFAX 
SQUARE 8 
Tysons Corner, VA 
800-FANDANGO #802 

NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS 

ARLINGTON BLVD/ 

LEE HIGHWAY 
MULTIPLEX CINEMA 
Merrifield, VA 
(703) 502-4060 

NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS 

CENTREVILLE 
MULTIPLEX CINEMA 
Centrevllle, VA 
(703) 502-4060 

NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS 

MOUNT VERNON 
MULTIPLEX CINEMA 
Alexandria, VA 
(703) 502-4060 


NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS 

RESTON TOWN CENTER 
MULTIPLEX CINEMA 
Reston, VA 
(703) 502-4060 
PHOENIX THEATRES 
WORLDGATE 9 
Herndon, VA 
(703) 318-9290 

REGAL CINEMAS 
BALLSTON COMMONS 12 
Ballston Common Mall 
800-FANDANGO #377 

REGAL CINEMAS 
COUNTRYSIDE 20 
Sterling, VA 
800-FANDANGO #394 

REGAL CINEMAS IN 

MANASSAS 

Exit 47B off Interstate 66. 

800-326-3264 #490 

REGAL CINEMAS 
POTOMAC YARD 
CINEMA 16 
Rte. 1 off S. Glebe Rd. 

(703) 739-4040 

UA FAIRFAX TOWNE 
CENTER 10 
Fairfax, VA 

800-FANDANGO #670 


^ For More Information About This Movie \ www.w eddingcrastiers 


Moviefone.com <1j iiivielon g> 


Shape 

"Health & Fitness" can help you attain and maintain. Tuesdays. 
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100% brand new. 

100% beautiful. 100% guaranteed. 

It’s hard to tell which Is more beautiful: Our brand-new apartments or our 
1 00% Move-In Satisfaction Guarantee. 

• New! Apartments starting from the $1 ,400s 

• New! Unique open floor plans with cork or stained concrete flooring 

• New! Frosted glass Interior walls In select units 

• New! Stainless steel appliances In every kitchen 

• New! Click! Cafe. Internet Lounge 

• Situated perfectly between the new Crystal City 

shops and nightlife and the Fashion Center at Pentagon City 


LOFTS 590 

590 S. 15th Street | Arlington 
800.631 .6973 

Iofts590@archstonesmlth.com 


Charles E. Smith 


SmithApartments.conn 










STATISTICS AS OF ALL-STAR BREAK 


HOMESTAND I JULY 18-24, 2005 I 15 


(Statistics)^ 


American League | HITTING 


RUNS BATTED IN 


HOME RUNS 


STOLEN BASES 





M. Ramirez, BRS, 80 
D. Ortiz, BRS, 75 
M.Teixeira,TEX,73 
A. Rodriguez, NYY, 72 
H.Matsui,NYY,70 


M.Teixeira,TEX,25 
A. Rodriguez, TEX, 23 
M. Ramirez, BRS, 22 
D. Ortiz, BRS, 21 
A. Soriano, TEX, 21 


S.Podsednik,CWS,44 
C. Crawford, TAM, 27 
C.Figgins, LAA,26 
J. Lugo, TAM, 24 
I. Suzuki, SEA, 20 


American League | PITCHING 


WINS 



J. Garland, CWS, 13 
R.Halladay,TBJ,l2 
B. Colon, LAA, II 
J.Bonderman,DET, II 
M.CIement, BRS, 10 


STRIKEOUTS 



J. Santana, MIN, 143 
R. Johnson, NYY, 117 
R.Halladay,TBJ,l08 
J. Lackey, LAA, 108 
M.CIement, BRS, 97 


SAVES 



J. Nathan, MIN, 25 
B.Wickman,CLE,23 
E. Guardado, SEA, 21 
D.Hermanson,CWS,2l 
M. Rivera, NYY, 20 


National League | hitting 



C. Lee, MIL, 76 

D. Lee,CHC,72 
A. Pujols, SLC, 69 
A. Jones,ATL, 67 
C. Delgado, FLO, 66 


A. Jones,ATL,27 
D.Lee,CHC,27 
M.Ensberg,H0U,24 
A.Dunn,CIN,23 
C. Lee, MIL, 22 


R.Furcal,ATL,29 
J.B. Reyes, NYM, 26 
J. Pierre, FLO, 24 
W.Taveras,H0U,22 
B.Abreu,PHI,2l 



D.Willis,FL0,l3 
C. Carpenter, SLC, 13 
R. Oswalt, HOU, 12 
L. Hernandez, WAS, 12 
C.Capuano, MIL, 10 


P. Martinez, NYM, 138 
C. Carpenter, SLC, 128 
J.Peavy,SDP,l24 
B. Myers, PHI, 113 
R.CIemens,H0U,ll2 


C. Cordero, WAS, 31 
J.lsringhausen, SLC,25 
T. Hoffman, SOP, 25 
J. Mesa, PIT, 21 
B.Lidge,H0U,20 


Nationais 




2005SCHEDULE 


Home Games Shaded 

76th Annual All Star Game, July 12 at Comerica Park, Detroit 


r May 1 r June 


s 

M 

T 

w 

TH 

F 

s 




L 1 

W 2 

W 3 

W 4 




ATL 

ATL 

FLA 

FLA 

w 5 

6 

W 7 

W 8 

W 9 

W 10 

W II 

FLA 


OAK 

OAK 

OAK 

SEA 

SEA 

W 12 

L 13 

W 14 

W 15 

16 

L 17 

L 18 

SEA 

LAA 

LAA 

LAA 


TEX 

TEX 

W 19 

W 20 

L 21 

W22 

23 

W24 

W 25 

TEX 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 


TOR 

TOR 

L 26 

27 

W28 

W29 

W30 



TOR 


PIT 

PIT 

PIT 




s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 

L 1 

W 2 

L 3 

W 4 

5 

W 6 

W 7 

NYM 

LAD 

LAD 

LAD 


SF 

SF 

L 8 

W 9 

L 10 

L II 

12 

L 13 

W 14 

SF 

AZ 

AZ 

AZ 


GHG 

GHG 

W 15 

W 16 

L 17 

W 18 

W 19 

L 20 

L 21 

CMC 

MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

TOR 

TOR 

W22 

L 23 

L 24 

L 25 

26 

L27 

L 28 

TOR 

GIN 

GIN 

GIN 


STL 

STL 

W29 

STL 

W30 

ATL 

W 31 

ATL 






r August 1 r September 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 





1 

2 

3 





ATL 

PHI 

PHI 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

PHI 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 

ATL 

ATL 

II 

12 

13 

14 
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Second 

Thoughts 

No one expected it, but the 
Nationals were one of best teams 
in the first half of the year. 



The best part for Nats fans is that 
the team might be even better 
down the stretch. 

There are at least three good 
reasons for such optimism, namely 
Nick Johnson, Cristian Guzman 
and Ryan Church, all returning 
from injuries. 

For those keeping score, that’s 
half of Washington’s everyday 
infield and an emerging outfielder 
who maybe the National League’s 
Rookie of the Year. 

Plus, Jose Vidro is finally healed 
as of late June and is already hit- 
ting line drives at RFK. 

The days of, gasp, Carlos 
Baerga, and, double gasp, Wil 
Cordero, hitting cleanup are over 
— hopefully. 

It’s no accident that the 
Nationals’ offense fell off the 
map before the All-Star break. A 
team riddled with injuries finally 
had too many to compete offen- 
sively. Three regulars started sev- 
eral games against the New York 
Mets and Philadelphia Phillies, 
and yet the Nationals were com- 
petitive, albeit in losses. 

Church and Johnson add pop 
to a lineup that’s desperate for Jose 
Guillen to hit more than one of his 
18 home runs at home. Guzman 
hasn’t hit a lick since coming to 
D.C., but he’s better than he’s 
shown and there’s no denying his 
fielding. Junior Spivey’s broken 
wrist certainly adds some value 
to Guzman’s return as well. 

With just a little more offense, 
Washington could run away 


Rookie ofthe Year candidate Ryan 
Church is backfor the second half. 


with the NL East if the pitchers 
maintain their form. Poor John 
Patterson and Esteban Loaiza 
can’t buy wins because of the 
lack of run support. 

Getting the three starting bats 
back should help. And you have 
to assume Brad Wilkerson’s quiet 
spell will end soon enough, just as 
you’d think Guillen will send a few 
more balls over RFK’s fence. 

Right there is reason enough to 
think the Nats should be better. A 
trade or two would help as well, just 
to let the pitching staff have some 
breathing room. It would be nice 
to not need Chad Cordero to close 
out almost every victory. 

No matter what, the Nationals 
are not going away — and a post- 
season trip to wrap up the team’s 
first year in Washington sounds 
awfully good, matt swenson 
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Get 500 iPOINTS^'^ when you sign up. Get a free* companion ticket after two roundtrips. Get more out of your 
frequent flyer program. Introducing the iCLUB, the frequent flyer program from Independence Air with awards that 
are easy to earn and even easier to use. How easy? Every dollar you spend on travel earns you an iPOINT. Earn 1 ,500 
iPOINTS within 12 months and you've got yourself a roundtrip award.** 


No blackout dates 

Any seat available for sale is available for award travel 
Exclusive iCLUB promotions 


Non-stop to 

44 cities 

from Dulles. 


Right now, well give you 500 iPOINTS just for signing up. That's 1/3 of the way to your first roundtrip award! And, if you 
complete two roundtrips by September 30th, 2005, we'll also give you a free roundtrip companion ticket for travel this 
fall. So go to FLYi.com, get in the iCLUB, and get going. 



independence air“ 

Washington's hometown airline, now ranked one of the Top 3 U.S. Airlines 
in Travel + Leisure's World's Best Awards 2005! 


*Book and complete two roundtrip flights between 7.01 .05 and 9.30.05. iCLUB Award and GLIDE pass travel does not qualify for companion pass promotion. Companion ticket is only valid for roundtrip travel in combination with 
the iCLUB member traveling on any regularly available roundtrip fore (excluding GLIDE pass) over the some itinerary. Companion ticket may not be redeemed for cosh and is subject to collection of segment fees of up to $12.80, 
the September 1 1th Security Fee of up to $10.00 and Passenger Facility Charges of up to $1 8.00. Companion ticket travel is good for travel between 9.06.05 and 1 1 .15.05, subject to seat availability. Changes must be mode 

prior to departure by calling 800-FLY-FLYi and will be subject to o $35 fee plus any applicable difference in fore. **For each 1500 points accumulated in a Member's account, the Member will receive a travel award good for either 
a free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies under 1500 miles from their originating city or 50% off o roundtrip fore anywhere Independence Air flies over 1500 miles from their originating city. One award may be 
combined with a 2nd award for o free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies over 1500 miles. Those traveling on iCLUB awards are only responsible for paying the September 1 1th Security Fee of up to $10. iPOINTS 
are not transferable, and only one iCLUB account is allowed per person. Other restrictions apply. See FLYi.com for full details. ©Independence Air, Inc., 2005. 



